
 
 
Slipstream was written for all-Australian String Orchestra Ruthless Jabiru as part 
of Sound and Music’s Portfolio Scheme. 
 
The piece is based on the sculpture created by Richard Wilson for Heathrow 
Airport in 2014.  Slipstream is inspired by the exhilarating potential of flight, 
coupled with the physical aesthetics of aircraft. Constructed in aluminium, the 
piece aimed to solidify the twisting velocity of a stunt plane manoeuvring through 
the volume of the new terminal.  I aimed to capture this dynamism musically; 
energetic lines twist and turn with a constant sense of energy.   
 
Performance notes: 
 
Double Basses sound an octave lower than written (including harmonics) 
 
Natural harmonics are notated at sounding pitch, and should be played on the 
upper half of the string, unless otherwise indicated, as in the following example: 

 
The diamond indicates fingering position (string denoted) and the resultant 
harmonic is shown in brackets. 
 
 
Michael Cryne, March 2014 
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