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Fire Whirls are also known as fire tornados or fire devils. These spectacular and highly dangerous 
whirlwinds of flame occur when intense heat and turbulent wind conditions combine to form whirling eddies 

of air. These eddies can tighten into a tornado-like structure that sucks in burning debris and combustible 
gases. The piece is based around the idea of swirling vortices, increasing in speed and interrupted by 

updrafts. 
 

Written for the London Symphony Orchestra through the LSO Discovery Panufnik Composers Scheme, 
supported by the Helen Hamlyn Trust. 

 
 
 

 
 

SCORING 
 
 

Piccolo 

2 flutes 

2 oboes 

English Horn 

2 Clarinets in B flat (2nd doubling E flat clarinet) 

Bass Clarinet in B flat 

2 bassoons 

Contrabassoon 

4 horns in F 

3 trumpets in B flat 

3 trombones 

Tuba 

Timpani (4 timps plus piccolo) 

Percussion (2 players) 

1. Triangle, tam-tam, vibraphone, pair of 

bongos, bass drum 

2. Suspended cymbal, maracas, tam-tam, 

glockenspiel, bass drum, tambourine (with 

skin) 

Harp 

Celesta 

Strings (minimum 16. 14. 12. 10. 8 players) 

 
 
 

 
Duration c. 3 minutes 

The score is transposing 
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Trumpet in Bb 3

Trombone 1

Trombone 2

Trombone 3

Tuba

Timpani

Percussion 1

Percussion 2
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Celesta

Violin I (14)

Violin II (12)

Viola (10)

Violoncello (8)
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Written for the London Symphony Orchestra through the LSO Discovery Panufnik Composers Scheme, supported by the Helen Hamlyn Trust
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